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Aee Dourkle, Toyman by E.C.Tubb/Fesr that man by Dean R.,Koontz.23140, 604
Toyman:The planct of Toy is ruled by the Toymen - a ruler who is evil,

To the planet comes Dumarest who becomes involved in the 1ife of Toy,
First as a fighter, next as a slave, There 1s a medieval amount of pain,
cruelty, end fear and the author's imegination is given free rein in des~
eribing the results of unbridled power.

Fear thet Man: This is an odd sort of book; it postulates the existance of
God as being the cause of disaster to mankind. We follow the action through-
Sem who finds himself in e ship loaded with weapons in a galawy that has
forgotton war and where men camnot kill. God is killed twice over in this
story which is griopingly told.

Ace 95960 .60¢.The Zerc Stone by Andre Norton, This is another in Norton's
excellent range of science-fantasy tales. It features Murdoe ¥ern the
gem trader whose posession of an unasual ring has made him the object of
a hunt by botz the Cuild of Thieves and the Guild Police. Fortunately he
joins up with Eet, a mutent cat~like creature, whose strange abilitles
added to Murdoc's = m courage brings them both eventually to freedom.
Enlivened by vivid pictures of alien planets,

Ace Spenial,f7800,95¢.The Preservine Machine ty Philip K,Dick, This is

s oollection of stories written over a period of almost 20 years, I notice
on the cover blurb Harlan Fllisen is quoted as saying "Lf there is such a
thing as "black science fiction" Philip K.Dick is its: Pirandello, 1its
Bockett and its Pinter, No other creative intellect qualifies.” Now L

do think that "Bleck SF" is a very good description for these stories;I've
quoted it because the best that I might have come up with would have been
Whorror stories". The majority heve very down-beat en?ings. ¥ost horrific
{or black SF, if you will) is CAPTIVE MARXET the story of Tarth’s last )
group of humans at the mercy of a greedy old woman, The last story PAY TOR
THE PRINTER has the light of hope at the end but only after a very dismal
reading of what human beings ars capable of in their greed. Onz of the
stories I would argue sgainst is THE CRAWLERS, In this a fradiation lab-
oratory! is responsible for children being born with human fzees and the
bodies of mole-like creatures who tunncl underground. T reckon if radi-
ation were to cause anything like this-we'd lmow it by now. But the reac-
tion of humans to this and the reaction of the Graulers to their children
is very shrewdly observed. Each story shows brilliant imagination and I
«hell not soon forget some of the images invoked. Some that leap to mind
—.8ilvia surrounded by thirsting 'angels"; the Biltong dying in the service
of humans who will beat it to death; John Cupertino battling to get out of
the fantasy which he imposes on himself; Johnny who falls in love with the
woman he must kill,

Ace Double. 37250.60¢.The Brass Dragon by Marion Zimmer Bradley and Ipcmoea
by John Rackhanm,
Ipomocas: ~ .. 1 guess a goed story can never be told too often - and this
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one can cleim THE TEMPEST for its ancestry. JYet it is o fresh re-working

of the theme of ancient alien knowledge found by one who becomes corrupted
by its power, The central character, Sam, is a socioligist whose father
calls for help from the planet where he has a financial empire. Reluctante
ly Sem answers the call and finds himself drawn into a dangerous and exciting
adventure, A very well told tale; the author's writing appears to me to
improve rapidly with every book he writes, But I wonder why Sam is such a
‘favourite neme with SF suthors?

The Brass Dragon: This has a mervellous start with the puzzle of a young

man with amnesia and what he takes to be hallucinations in the form of SF
films that he's seen., I thoroughly enjoyed this - the main character -
Barry - tells his tale in likesble fashion, The brass drsgon found in his
pocket is the clue to his adventures with aliens, speaceships, and a voysge
to Mars, Parry is found suffering from amaesia wearing overalls of a strange
material., His father arrives to take him homeo; 3 father he cannot remember
anymore than he can recell what has happened in the 1& months that he has
been missing., Convineing dialogus.

Ace,67900,60¢.The Prigoner by Thomas M.Disch, This is bssed on the success-—
ful TV series mads Ly Patrick McGoohan; and is the tele of one of the adven-
tures in the Village, In this episcde "No 6" is asgain the main character.
If you read this heping for explanations -~ they are not here, The only fact
that is made more explicit is the fact that No 6 has previcusly been in the
Secret Seorvice, This starts with the Prisoner having escaped and then been
re~captured and returned to the Village but with his wmemory tampered with,

I feel that once this business of memory-tampering is brought up, after~
wards all logic flies out the wondow, But then it never wag a logical
series and this was its mair fescination., Recommended to devotees,

Ace,659701,60£. Perry Rhodan.No 1 bty X.H.Scheer and W.Erasting. This series
which stars Perry Rhodan, commander of the sptceship STARDUST has been a
highly suceessful publication for 8 years in Burope, The reaction to this
has beeneven more dramatic than the American reaction to STAR TREK; as there
are now over 500 flour:shing fan clubs. This first adventure tells of how
Perry becomes the first man to walk on the moon, his meeting with aliens,
and how he becomes the fifirst Terran”, It is a well told tale and Ferry
appears to be more of a character than I first expected,

Ace.75455.754,Science, Numbers, and I by Isaac Asimov. This collection of
essays should be snapped up by all SF fans. The science is explained in
such a delightful and entertaining fashion as to make it very palatatle

I will confess though that what I enjoyed most were the amusing jokes and
stories that ease one into each article. The last article in which Asimov
tells something of himself is partiadarly good.

hce.91352.954.Wordd' s Best Science Fiction.1969.Edited by Donald £.Wollheim
and Terry Cearr, 19 stories are presented here and I think it is the best yet
of these zollections, Each story is very worthy of inclusion., Robert Sheck-
ley's STREET OF D3EAIXS,FEET OF CLAY takes the saying "the voice of the city"
and shows a future in which the voice acts the part of a particularly nagg-—
ing wife. Burt Filer, a new writer in SF, comes up with a new idea in time
travel and tells it with humanity. Poul Anderson in KYRIE itells vhat is
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easily the most shuddersome tale of the lot—a real touch of horror, Robt
Silverberg has GOING DOuN SMOOTH revealing what can happen in a future

where psychiatrists are computers. Brian Aldiss paints an alien world with
his usual skill in THE VORM THAT FLIES, MASKS by Damon Kinght has a cont-
emporary flavour with so much sbout transplents in the news lately; for this
deals with a time vhen an entire body can be replaced, TIME CONSIDERED AS A
HELIX OF SEMI-PRECIQUS STONES by Samuel Delany is on the HUGO ballot. This
demonstrates well Delaney's ability to paint with words a teeming future.
HEMEAG by E.G.Von Wald is the story of a future university rigidly controlled
by robots; this one I though just too far-fetched. Colin Xapp has THE CLOUD-
SUILDERS a struggle for the re-birth of technology story, R.A.Lafferty in
THE GZAND CARCASS was a bit of a disanpointment to me--strictly an idea story
this, Sydney Van Scyoc writes a hcospital story A VISIT TC CLEVELAND GENERAL:
I suppose if this wag another I did not find believable it is mostly because
I would dread to think such a hosnital would ever come into beling, Laurence
Yep's,THE SELCHEY XIDS takes two ideas-the current research with dolphins

and the current worry with Celifornia's San Andreas Fault - and produccs an
absorbing tale, Let's hope it doesn't come true though! Vonnegut as usual
has given a now twist to our thinking about the way humans behavc in an
amusing and moralistic talc WELCOME TO THE MONKEY HOUSE. Terry Carr's story
THE DANCE OF THZ CHANGER AND THE T™"FE is alsc on the HUGO ballot; it is a
strange story of alien life that is guite unlike anything It've ever raad
beforc., H.H.Hollis writes SWORD GAME and has fun with a tesseract, Aldiss
is again representcd in ALIEN ENVIROMMENT where he describes a Tower that
was nsed in an experiment 4o sec what would happen if poulation in a con-
fined space was allowed to go cn unchecked, TEE SQUARE RCOT OF BRAIK by
Fritz Lieber had too choppy & style to hold my interest. Fred Saberhagen

in STARSONG hes a 'beserker! story which gives new life to an old legend,
Lastly Katherine ¥Maclean in FEAR HOUND has a ‘psi' story with a difference.
!es, 19 stories --more than your money's worthl

Ace,’78901 ,60¢ ,Strang. . oy Brad Steiger, This is one in the serics of
books on occult subjccts put out by ACE, Howecver this one confines itself
to describing poltergeist activity; makes quite an impressive list - 35 in
all cascs of rcported activity. I must admit I em much morce intercsted in
poltergeists than phosts,

Aceo,20025,60¢4 A Look Through Secrct Doors by John Macklin, This one is con~
cerned with ghosts; and although intercsting in a way; to md tho storics
arc not hclievable,

Ace.65971 Perry Rhodan No 2,The Radient Dome by K.H.Scheer & ¥altar Ernsting
In this instalmont Rhodan has returned to Earth with his spaceship and dec~
lared it independant of the Earth nations. This mekes the nations join each
other in trying to eliminate the STARDUST, At lecast this leads to peace
between each other; and leaves Rhodan free with his self-imposed taks of
making markind worthy of entering spaco.

Ace.37425.75€.The Island Under The Earth by Avram Davidson. This one is pure
fentasy and it is couched in the language of fantasy. In this world there
arc centaurs and many others of the recalms of fantasy., It is well dcne with
plenty imaginative touches and if you like fantasy this is the one for you.
Quite frankly I had a hard time 1o finish it,
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Aas Doukle.777L0.754.The Eyes of Bulsk by Rebert Lory snd The Space Barbarians
by Mack Reynolds.

The Eyes of Bulsk: At first I enjoyed this sfory of a man who is forced %o
change from being a secret service agent on Earth to being & man charged to
kill on a distent planet. As the story wcre on, however, I found the style
of telling irritating. The device of inserting bits from a Handbock was dis-
tracting, and one no sooner became interested in one set cf characters than
another lot tcok their place. The hero is a man to who things heppen-—fascin-
ating things maybe - but on the whole I was disappointed by the time I had
finished this story.

The Space Barbarians:This was the better helf of the double as the story in-
creased in enjoyment as time worc on., The leading cheracter John of the
Hawks, remains intercsting throughout and 2is development is believable, At
first I was pretty scornful-- for John is a 'clannsman' on a planect filled
with the descendants of colonists from "Northern Sritain®. The customs of

the tribes are descriked and I read them with increduality, Later the

author explains that the way of life is acco.ling to the feow Holy Bocks

which had remained and one of those books was by Sir Walter Scottl Healising
that ths author knew what he was doing 2lripght; I had to admire his ingen-
uity? A jolly good tele divertingly told.

Ace.8100.75¢.Time and Time Apein by Clifford D.Simak. &sher Sutton is the
main cheracter in this hook, He is a man who wrote a book and in a future
time there is wer over the book he
wrote, But - first he has to write
it and there sre men from the future
whe are determined that he shall
write it their way. This future
has man spread very thinly through
the universe; eided in running it
by robots and androids, The latter
are tmown by the tatico on their
foreheads and are very much second-
class citizens. It is their future
that depends upon the writing of
the boolz. A very interesting thems
and told in engrossing fashion.

hce.b6460.60£.Cut of the Vouth of
the Dragcn by Mark S.Gesten, I just
did not like this one. It is the
story of 2 young man who, after
hearing a2 prophet, sets out for
the Wars, to the "Armsgeddon in
which all the foreces of Good and
all the forees of Evil would meet,
would clash, would decide the fate
of the alrcady doomed world," T
hate war stories: even if theyr are
anti-wer ones,
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Lee, 21801, 604, The Eternel Savege by Elgar Rice Burroughs. Criginal title
T, STERV'L LOVER, Not a larzan story, of course, although it takes place
unon his lends in Africa. Nu of the Niocere meets Victoria of Nebraska;
it it is no mere imitation of the Tarzan taeme; and therc is no happily
contrived ending,

Ase,65972.75¢ . Perry Rhodan.Ng 3,Gelactic Alarm by Kurt iahr and V.W.Shols.
Continuation of !erry's adventures and his endeavours to oncn communication
with Earth and the Arkonide Banire, is usual, fearful Herth nations put a
spaaner in the works, ,

fce Spaciali71L435.75¢. Hochasn by John T.5ladek, This mairtains the Ace
Spocial's reputation for originality, It starts when a doll factory that 1s
losing trede ains to recoup by governaent--sponsored rescerch. Thls produces
s self-sustaining sysiem based on mctal vhich rapicly gots out of contrel,
It is funny, ridiculous, exasperating ut times, and rewarding rcading. Highly
satirical and full of the most incredible cheracters. I really thir®d you
should read this one,

Ace Double.81680.75¢.Tonicht We Stzal The Stars by John Jakes//The Vagered
World by L.M.Janifer & 3,J.Treihich.

Tonirht Wie Steal The Starg:This is the third etory in a series featuring L1
Galaxy"; whica means it is one of those outer-smece alventures. The herc 1is
Wolf Dragonsrd(the name is a hint to tae style)who becomes embroiled In the
theft of some precious jewels,

The Wazered World:Teclls of Angelo who gatecrashes an alien party and wins an
alien as a party favor, The style is deliberately jeunty and "1t has its
amising moments, Cf all the zany characters in this I 11ked the allen best.
He was no more believable than the others; but his actions nroduced the most
sntertainment.

Ace.75330.604.Secret of the Lost Hace by Andre Worton. This has an accompanying
article by Lin Carter L P.CFILE COF IRDRE NORTOF in which he reveals that she
has written 52 beoks in 32 years! A1l that I have reed, including this, are
written well, I find this one a little too oredictable for my own taste but
undoubtedly excellent for the juvenile martet at vhich it iz aimed, There 1s
one of those treks across an alien landscare which I begin to find tiresome;
but then, wy goodness, how mery of these have I read? Joktar ig the protogon-
ist who finds himself caught up in a series of adventures without realising
that he himself is the core of them, ie is grabbed for an emigrant spaceship;
sent out to a very rugged vlanet and decomes involved with outlaws, FPlenty
of action apasrt f{rom the trek.

Ace,80200.754Teenccracy by Robert Shirley. I confess that I apvoroached this
one with reluctence; the theme of the misusc of teenage pouer has been used
more than once lately and I ten? to deprecete it, I dislike sesing eny lot
of individuals grouped in a generalisation. 1 feel, too, that there are
enough "oldies" afraid of teenapers without & rash of novels a“ding to the
fear. I will admit though that 1 fourd this a book I could not put down,
The author plumpns one irmedistely into a future where the Fresident of tne US
ig called The Fab end “teenster® power is in the ascendant, C1dies” do not
have the vote. The story is told tmrough Ken, the Vice.-Fresident. He 1s a
teenster in power, yet he lives on an islend farm with his wife and fomily.
His wife loves to cook, he is an authoritarian father to his children who
have their TV watchins restricted, In short he seems totally avart [rom

the way of life that surrounds him, He is p esented ss the man who, more
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then anyone, is responsible for the Teenster Levolution which cauged the
present cuture. His springs of motion are never clesrly ~“efined. Whv he
started in the way he did is never ewpleined, Probably bceause of this the
book is very thought-provelzing; zlthough 1 hope that its gloomy view of
humanities inability to use lcisure would be proved wrong, This 1s snecul-
ation at its finest,

Ace.36990.75¢,The Improbsble Irish by Walter Bryan, You won't get past the
dedication in this without at least grinning and you won't get very far on
without lpughing aloud, !Havins deciled that I ought to take s second cpinion
on *his I lent it to an Jrish Sister, She handed it back seying that it was
very funny but very evaggorated. The funniest kit of all is this extract...
"IF Oifig an Fhuist doesn't mean Gentlemen' Charles Harris said on his [irst
visit to Dublin.'I did a very silly thing in the Post Office this merning."
The wholc of it, however, is highly homerous and hizhly recommended,

Ace,76385.75¢5pecizl . The Silent Multitude by D.G.Compton, This hes the unusual
setting of the cathedral city of Gloucester in the 198Cs, An alier spore has
the effect of makire buildings cresh down; ond it 1s drifting in the direction
of the city, Only three veople remain and there 1s 2 very haunting quality in
this story of how they rcacted to the svents around them, Ranks very high,

I am runring out of space so will quickly list the last four Lece releascs....

Ace 91501 . AO4THE \ORLDS OF ROBEIT A FREIFLEIN,

Ace, 66901 ,604,THE DIRDIR by Jack Vance

Ace,65125,THE PANDORA SFFECT by Jack Williamson.

Ace Double.1214C.75¢.CAADLE CF TAE SUN by Brian M.Stsbleford and THE WIZARDS CF
' OF SENCHURIZ by benneth Bulmer,

A TR T A5 4 e O LTt L e 0 B e i e s SO D e S G R G S e
I wented to ssve this space to mention the new British SF magezine VISION CF
TOMONROM, I am very hapvy lo report that I saw it for scle in a local bockshop!
I was so astonished that I forgot to ask the sslesmen how it was selling,
This is Issue No 1. price 5/- dated Aug.1969. From:iloneld B.Graham(Fublishers)
Pty,Ltd.135 Rookwood Rd,Yagoona.N,S.W,Australia Editorial eddress:Philip
Harbottle,32 Tynedale Ave.Vellsend,Northumberland. It has an eyc-~-catching
cover by James. There are three novslettes by Wm F.lemple, ien Dulmer, and
Jac!. Wadhans; wlus four short stories. There is also a gnecital article THE
IMPATTIENT DREAMERS by Walter Gillings which tells of the early deys of Tandom
in this country. CF all the contents I 1liked best  .ANCHOR MAN Ly Jasclk
Wodhams. This is about a murder hunt of the future. The idea in 1t is not
particulerly novel but the characters &re well drawn and believable,

I have not seen NEW WGRLD3 on the newstends for quite some time, However
I did find No 193 in 2 shop =t Motting Hill Gate. It wos tucked among copies
of IT and 0% and some others of the same. I thinl® this ia one of the iroubles
with MW, It hes edged into & merket that has » plentitood already. The whole
jzsue bored me stiff. You can get it by sending £€2.10 or 48 for one years sub-
scription. The price ver issus hos been reduced to 3/6d per copy. @end to -
New Worlds, 271 Fortohello Rd.London.Wil, T sec that Charles Platt is naw in
the editorial chair; with Moorcock still as advisor,

E.L.



S.L.Birchby liThe character. in STAND ON ZANZIBAR whose jcb is to
/0 Parrs Wood read things and practise ‘synthesis' could be excused

Didsbury Monchester his misery, Such an art, which xists slresdy, of

M20,080, o course, is half the job of any trae scientist, end

while nothing is more sstisfying than the thrill of the chase on one's own
pet project, it would be deadly to do it to order, and hand over to some-
one else after a time. Which I suppose to be whal hanpens in the book, I
really must look out for this. As I have found out in My own small Wy
many times, lots of things are valting to be discovered, 1if only one can
piece together existing data. The arelogy of # jigsaw puzzle comes =0 mizvd .
The individu:1l bits are before us if only we cen sclect the rieht ones to
make & comolete picture, At times I feel that any problem one cores to name
oould he solved if the whole of bhuman lnowledge could be wicked over and the
richt fragments assenhled, Sometimes I dresm of the dpy when every bit of
¥nowledge has been fed into a computer, or rather an information bank. I do
nean evervthing. Not only the contents of tais weels issue ol 'Heture' but
but those of 'Tit-bits' for Jammary 18924, the urmublished works of Roger
Bacon, and the bits sbout old notorears on the backs of pre-war cigarette-
cards. Everthing! If that day ever comes, onc will cnly have to nress the
right buttons, and out will come 50,000 bits of data, wnich, whin correctly
meditated upon will reveal whatever one is sesrehing for...levitstian,winnling
the pools, three new ways te extract cube roots, star-travel without tears,
or how to locete Atlentis, Onc may be inclined to laugh at the idsa, or
think it a2 hopeless pipe-dream, but I don't think it is. fa I sald, Il've
done it in a Tew small ron~corputerised vays alreacy, and it works. The
anly thing is that it takes a lot of mental sweat, and for me tnls comes
hsrd! Lf only 2 mechine conld de it for me, synthesize, L mean, Just to
give an example, l've lately beer doing a lot of research intc Runic script,
Tast weel, I went into a museum in rortugal and saw t{wo inscribed stones
tnat had been found in the district of the hlgarve. some of the charactels
Jooked 1ie Runic ones, so I made a copy. The curator said that translstion
wag very diffienlt, but that a Sponish professor had dome soime worl on £%, 1
hen remembered that I'd seen 2 hock in Didstury Fublic Library by @ Spaniard
on the pre~history of Spain and Fortugszl. when I zot home I looked it up,
and foun? that about twenty of these inscribed stones heve been found in tho
last century, but nothing much done shout them, Taay are callefl Tartesalun,
which i3 a term strictly frorm ignorance, being based on the lost city of
Tartessus in Southern Svain., In the book wes a table compiled by someone
alss whish goitpsrad regemblances hotyesn the &lgerye charscters ond thoss of
Zarly Grask. T alresdy knew that farly Oreck had affinitiss wvits Etruacni
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seript. and that this in turn was allied ‘o certezin vre-Latin scrivis in use
in North Italy about 200BC, where Runic serint originated. Co ! can now put
the Alparve inscription into Homan characters, and lo &snd bhehold, it nakes
sense! This is only a minor exemple, and I am afraid rather uninteresting,
but it shows, L think, wiat can be done, if one has ghe Tight type of magpls
nind. PEEELt wouldn't you say that most fans heve magpie minds and ave Liatle
to be fescineted by sometning like this? 1 would [ #ee® .

Rey Tackett "Lots of goodics in the LoCol but westly there is
915 Green Valley Hd,NW Billy lettit's letter uhich containg scme points
Al buouercue N M, S7I07 that need amplification end/cr argument, Wa.vally

Billy is cuite correct in saying that the bulk of the neople here have access
to more than one newsbaper, radic atation and teicvision station., The larger
newspepers always have mere thar just locel circulation, Taking ¥ew lexlce

as sn examvle: the Largest papers in the state come frow the largest city.

The Albucuercue. JOUANAL end the Albucuerque TRIPUNE. These two are not only
sold in Albuquerque out through the state commetiny with the local papers. In
addition the gigantic Denver POST con be delivered to your door with yester-
days' nevs today if you want it. Albuguerque's 4 TV statiens {threa comm-
ercisl and one public)cover the state frou their transmitters on top Sandia
Crest,10,000 feet up, Radio stations bty tae dozen. On the surface it would
seem that we have a rather large cholcs., BUL we really don't. '"he bulk of ths
lnews! in the pepers, on radic, and on TV is furnished by the lwo wire services,
the basoc.Press and the US International., I would pstimate that 80-90% of whw!
is printed or sentout over the air comes from those two sources. AP und UFl
are twsedledce and twesdledum, They ciis, they censar and they slant the news,
ind what is worse their writers seem to be abyswally ilgnorant =mm apuble aven
to get correct such things es basic peographical facts. Histcry and sclence
are beyond them, But they keen informing us. Americans are probably the best
informed ighoramuses cn Earth. So 3illy is onite correcct when h ss5¥s that
Amorican news is tightly controlled. Computerised ncwspapers? We havs them,
vou know. AP can send out its storics on puncnedé tape that 1s fed into a com-
puter which translates the tape into type. The locel editom docsn't have %o

de a thing except make room 2or it, We are probably fed more propaganda and
less straight news than any country in the world, To Be sure, as =111y poinis
out, crne cen always turn on » short—wave set and listen to news from abroad
(South ifrica certairly devotes & lot of hours to the US these days)but only

a very saall wminority of imericans have short wave recceivers, American Com i
ipdcations--the mass media-~are reweriably efficient and the pecple are content
with the crap they get from the wire services. feh, It even applies to the local
naws. Bvery momning at 06.15 radio station T0GH comes on with thls anncuncement:
“Here is the latest state ond lecsl news brought to you from the comp{pte NEWwS-
gathering facilities of the MNew Mexico Proadeasting Company.* About Lwo weexs
ago thc station announcer 2ollowed the recording saying thal le wes HOTTY mt
there wouldn't be sny local news thet morning as the gtation's AP wirc was out
of order."¥4*Ich! I thought that last bit real funny *oo. I know 211 sbout AP
apd UFL,.this is what L hesr quoted all the time when I lister to the news
vroadoests from AFK, I guess wc would agres that the best way to take all
tnewys! is with a large grain of Sell &

Robert Coulson, “Enjoycd Fatrizio's article on pedlars, Wo had onc pair +ho
Route 3 sone by selling bibles end religous books. I pointed to 2
Hartford City bookshelf containing & couple of Bibles, ar Apocrynhe, a

Indiann, A7348  Pook of Hormon, a Talmd, snd several books on Greek, Hindu
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and African myths and told them we didn't need any religious instruction,

They steyed awhile, but it sort of dcflated their pitch, We also had a cony

of Wood's HEALVENLY DISCOURSE on the shelf,vwhich 1 assume they took to be
another religicus book, Well, it is, sort of...Mervyn Barrett has a fine
letter, but he fails completely to meke his point, He sayg he disagrecs with
Singleton's commenis on people who use the word “fuck" continnally, snd then
he talks for a half-page about using it in special cases. Nobody ever offercd
to ban it completely, Mervyn. (Nohody in this discussion anyway,) I think
Mervyn has a personality hangup on dirty words,,,.(I shouldn't say things like
that; he doesn't know me and micht think I mean them literally.)inl? vhile it
is a sweeping generalisation on his part to claim that all oldtime fans had
personality hangups, it's just as sweeping and even less defensible to say
that the younger ones don't have., The percentage of crippled personslities

is about the same in the two generations judsing from the way they act, I
suspect that Mervyn is judging from the way they talk, which is not the same
thing...Brunner is cuite right ehout the U3 cxcluaion of Jews. And® of course
Hegros are still excluded from the 'hetter' places - in this country and
Britein, I'm told. It's getting botter; in 1953 1 was denied a room at the
Midwestcon because thore was a legro girl in our group; at the last Midwost-
con there was an interracial counle present an? the hotel apnarently made no
objection at all....A lot of the citics in this country which havetwo or three
newspapers have only onc newspaver guner. Ft.Wayne,Indiana, and Hilwaukee,
Wisconsin are two that I kmow about pcrsonally; there are numerous others....
I suspect that John ignored radio, Pilly, becausc there is damned 1ittle on
radio that doesn’t duplicate newspever and tv coverage, cxcept for shows on
local problems, &a for how the religion of tourists was checked, Bi11,it
wasn't. If you signed the register as Fr Smith, therc was no problem. But

if your nsmc happened to be Greenbaum and you didn't feel like lying sbout it,
you were out of luck... Harry “arner; before last year's pro football champion-
ships there wasn't the slightest doubt that HFL football was vastly superior
to the AFL brand, either. Somechow it didn't turn out that way, and I would be
chary of maling sweceping statements of US baseball superiority when there is
no actual team compctition with other countries. Sometimes the things that
nobody has doubts about turn out to be wrong,™¥* I do hope we aren't upsetting
Harry here,.but I have to add that when British football was exported to other
countrics, .they soon found they could be beaten, =¥

Richard Geis OHAVERINGS 38 arrived with SCOTTISHE 52. Fifty Two! That's
PC Box 3116 staying power! That's determination, That's not trying to
Santa HMonica do too much and burning out. Wish I had so much wisdom, At
Cal, 90403, the moment I have fine material comins out of my ears and a

frantic desire to do right by it., Yet it takes time to put out an issue as
big as SFR, and 1'm forever falling behind arbitrsry fschedulcs" of work I

set mysclf, Sigh. I wish I lived near ATOM so he'd do me some nice, deliclous
cartoons covers like he does consistantly for you." **Ordinarily 1 don't print
letters like this..I just hug them to me. Only I did want to peint out that
the only way one can go oh producing a zine for 14 years is by having acquired
the terrible feeling that you can't stop! I've also learned to type whilst
watching TV although Brian Varley won't believe it, On behalfl of ATCM -

thank you for the compliment, He really owns 2 hall of SCQTRer®

Alan Rispin “So we know a lot more about tho moon-tectites after all
o7 Nelson Terr. that. I'm amazed at all the controversy{ possibly vress-
Chopwell., contrived)ahout the two moon theories; volcanic and impact,

Newcastle—on~Tymc.Can't sec why both methods of crater formation camnot have
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playeé a vert in forming the moon's surfecc, IThe tectites lcad cne to
bslieve thc impact theory, but the appsarance of the rock leads one to
normal volcenic theories. I suspect both theorics are Irue. vuch more
shattering hes been the Marg photos. Gone forever all our martian fen-
tssics., Coupled with more ‘crnusian probes, the remote explorstion of the
planets, cte. I think we're beginnine to fool awfully lonely on this bcau-
tif1 bluc earth., Little did I think, ten years agc, that I'd be watchling
the first mer on the moon on TV, or that Patrick Ioore, of all people, would
be givirg the TV commentary!....I too think new fens today give impressicn
of rot wenting contact with older fans, Thig is bocause it secms there arc
mere youns: paople coming in, who naturally cuickly form friends of their own
age. 1t seems peoplc comc i groups nowv, whereas previously it was @ case of
the lenely socisl outcast type convert, Inevitable as SF passes from the
sbnormel to the everyday."#*Jarcful,.thet's adding fucl to flervyn's theory)
Numbers hes a lot to do with it too..the Clobe nowadays is jam-packed and 1t
is impossible to get to know all the fans there, I notice that huclkstcring

is rising too., ¥**

Apcrew Forter, ©] was recently amazcd to learn that therc are only
55 Pingapple St 400,000 University students in sll Great Britain, Yhy,

tew Yorlk,11201, there ars probebly that many in New York Cityl Take

125,000 at the City University, enotner 45,000 at bew York University{orivate
institution)and znother 150,000 st the various other Universities eround ¥YC
(Columbia,Fordham,St John's, and the other 40 or 70 colleges and universities
in the city 1imite) and you have quite a lot of studcnts, There is also the
seperate State University of Jew York, with an errolluent of about 450,000,

And yat I understand that a major University —buildine program was under way

in the UL after WW2{what 1 understend are cslied the Redwrick Universities).

iy idece of an Bducated Sritain has been rudely shattered, 400,0C0 out of &
population of 55 million rcally isn't so hot, ilaybe the 'usual' British stance
of calmnecss and erndition made me think thet you had a high percentage of
college attendecs, but like I said, gee whiz,....The comittceworiting on the
idza of a North Americen SF Convention have brought forth the idea cf chsnglrg
the name of the (US)WorldCon to the "Morth Amcricen SF Convention', maintain-
ing the numbering end the HUGD system. Tt looks like it will pass at -t Louls,
throwing the four or five-year rotation system out of the window, and opening
the way for holding werldcens all over the world wvear aftcr yeer, not just
every 4th or Sth year.''¥¥Ag far ss cdueation is corcerned I wonder 1I 1t would
be a better way to recion our stendard by waving the figures for the average
age of leaving achocl? T do not seem o meet many young foliks nowadays who
plan leaving school before 17 yrs. I really thinl, however, that someone a bit
morc knowledgeatle about our present-day cducational system than I hed better
answer Andy. hen Cheslin? Tevry Jeeves?Trances Varley?..to the rescue? and
of course there is the matter of quality...*¥™

Roger ¥addingten WThere was an interview list nisht cn Yorkshire TV with
4 Commercial St one of the old pedlars. An old pram with wasning strung
Norton.Malten out alone it, and inside, the whole bag of tricks from
Yorks, needlcs to shoe laces; and the owmer sporting a resplen-

dont whiskgr-filled facg. oaid that he uscd to spll razor blades, but gave 1t
up when ana of ais customers asliod hin if he could rgconagnd them! And he
seemed hapoy enough,..One pcint about British ncwspavers i'd lilke to sce mace
is that the publishers don't sec them 2s a public service, II a paper sells
morc copies because of the amount of homc news 1t contains, the publishers
aren't going to drop any end evtend tho coverase of forcign news; thoy know
when they ere onte & good thing, Just take a look at the DAILY YZI'RESS, up
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among the bestesellers with only half a page of foreign news.***¥I've aluays
liked the Duke of Edinburgh since he was reported as saying that the DAILY
EXPRESS was 'a bloody awful paper.” That half-page of foreign news is typical
of it. Just beforc the American Presidential election they ennounced that
they were sending a team of men to cover it. Then they stuck to their half
page throughout the capaign, Yet they had the gall to get that team to pub-
the first book on the campaign. Haven't read it so I can't comment on it****

Harry Warner, "1 certainly don't want to get between Billy Pettit and
423 Sumrit Ave John Brunner for the duration of this exchange, because
Hagerstown I might get hurt, But maybe I could offer one minor

Maryleand, 21740, suggestion that might clear up one point at issue., I
suspect that what Liebling really said invclved half the United States pope-
ulation living in & city with only one nowspaper publisher, Maryland, for
instance, has six cities with daily newspapers. Only twc of these cities,
Apnapolis and Salisbury, have only one newspaper, But three of the others,
which have two newspapers each, have only one publisher each, because the

same firm owns and produces both the morning and afternoon papers which have
different nsmes, different staffs, and sometimes slight differences in per~
sonality. Hagerstowm, Frederick and Cumberland are in this situation, which
happened in each case because one publishing firm bought another firm but
retained the separate identity of the two newspapers,,.l don't know if I men-
tioned it in my last letter, but I can guarentee the existance of anti-semitism
-in Hagerstown, and surrounding countryside, The best country club here will
not vote into membership & Yew under normal circumstances; the only exceptions
have been a few men whose occupation made it difficult to exclude: a black-
valled expert doctor might decide not to accept as patients a lot of rich
gentiles, I can imagine the WASP membership of this club theorizing. The
president of the board of education can't become a member because of his
Yewish blood, A smaller town & couple dozen miles west of Hagerstown had
only one hotel and no motels for many years, and the sole hostelry was run

by a man who made no secret about his re~
fusal to accept Jews as guests, There seens
to be less diserimination when it comes to
hiring employees, but I imagine this derives
historically from the fact that so many non-
Jews derived their income from working at
large stores whose owners were Jews, and the
bulk of the public feared hiring reprisals

if employers gave jobs only to gentiles, But
things are improving slowly sround here. The
newspaper comoany has even hired a Yegro girl
to sell classified advertisements, after
decades of bigotry so severe that it wouldn't
even make the excevption to segregation in the
fomr of fegro janitors that most local firms
sdmitted,..The ATOM illustraticns for this
new SCOT are even above his normal superhb
level. I wonder if I sm right when I detect

NS =

qqu 7,

Vaughn Bode influence on the crittur on the
e third page? Or was Veughn influenced by ATOM
6% and I am just recognizing aspects that I've

been seeing a lot of during the recent wealth
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of Bode dravings? Whatever the answer, I still contend thet rnohody any-
vhere in the world can get cuite the same black heavy lines on 2 stencil
as 3ritish fan ertists. Mot even the electro-stencil machines.'

Mary Reed IRi11 and John's exchange is reslly a personal thing,

5 Perk Clcse so I won't bufh in, B3ill knows that I think GB is the
Longmeadow best country in the world, desnite its feults. The
Herts. interesting thing about Bnoch is this: when he made his

celehrated speech, there were a great many people whe came out in gunvort

of hin, as well as the many against him, 1 belong to tne latter category,
although I thin% as far as immisrents go(and I mean here any colour or
religion)that it's only fair to themselves and the country that they alhave
a medical tefore they come in and blhave a job and somewhere to live bhefore
they arrive, I wonder how cur regulations on entry into this countiry com-
pare with other countries rules? Be interesting to compere then. I've uo
infornmation, unfortunately, on this, although I'm told that Mustralia won't
iet 'coloured' people in, I presume this avplies to the Hegroid races only?
Howsomeever, 4t'sc a sticlky oroblem. I was roading recently that during the
early Hiddle fges ir particular the Jewish people here were versecuted -
although I don't think there were many octually logt tieir lives, I have a
feeling this was duc to thelr monsy-dealing activities, which were forbilden
to the others due to their religion, slthough I'm not clear on that point,
Then there is the legend and songs abcut Hugh of Lincoln: did these geve a
factual basis as such, or wes it a representation, as it were, of a number
of incidents persecuting the Jews? Ch lor' and I said T wouldn't buttinl...
Darroll's comment that the Hew Wave of 1563 deliberately set out to isolate
itgelf I found varticularly thoughtprovoking, the more so bhecause 1t never
occurred to me to see it ir this light, I arrived juat before the Wave, and
consequently have never ccunted myself as a part of it., Cculd Darroll expand
his comment, possibly? I'm sure I'm not alone in wanting to exauine further
evidence on the matter, Guess who read an Eliery Queen bock yesterday night?!

Donald &.Wolihedim: "Re the discuesion between Billy and T.B. about our

U3 ncwenapers, Billy is presumably tnchnically right when he cites atatistics
(1ive a sood deta aan)to show that only a few U3 citieg have but one paper.
John is culturaily right however in that in nany cities the two conpeling
papers ere identical in all respects politically and in many cases owned My
the sane publisher, And you are right in saying that you 1nd US pavers
deficient in world news and provineial. I find 1t so. But conszider Hey Yord
itself. the nation's major metropolis, We have tut two morning pavers and
one cvening paper(if you exclude reglonal abominaticns 1i%e the Long Island
Press, ete. which are no-merit stuff). One is the FNew York Times, possibly
one of the best pavers in the world with a vast and Tine coverage of Inter-
nationsl news--basically a ngtiopal paper in the sonse of some of your major
Pritish papers(and one of the few Americsn papers that can he termed such),
The other, with a cireunletion of nmillions, is the Daily Hews, a vile chauvinist
jingist rag, full of shoddy sex, racing results, very slight coverage of neus
either national or internationel, and mostly features, This ir nlno = netiondl
paner, and will be found in one 2dition or arother all over the country. fird
tuntts the lot for Mew Yerl, liothing in betwman, ¥s Lpbor journal or niddie
rance intellsctunl level journnl, In the s¥ning, theve iz now only the lisw
York Fost, o tatloid with modarsts Dussoratie loonines tut alispine stundily
towards the sensational too, & fair smount of nationel snd tnternotiandl news
coverage and heavy with features alge, There were once three or four evenilng
papers, ;now there ls only one, This tecndency is going on all over the country

N
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ard since the papers are generally owned by wealth and responsive to cor-
porate advertising,. they rarely represent the true foelings of the couniry
politically~-they are always further to the right than election results
indicate...Billy seems to get hot in the collar eabout Jokn's reference to

the exclusion of Jews from Florida rescrts--he wants tc know line and page.
Viell,****  2s they say. WNc one con cite line and page, tut John is right

and Billy simply stuck his head in the sand, The exclusion of Jews from a
preat many posh American hotels and resorts(prios to current Laws)was done
exactly by listing such phrases as "exclusive clientsle" or “churchas neerby”,
and other significant phrascs, which were interded to wara the Jewish ad
reader that if he presented himself there and attended that hotel or resort,
he night not be barred, but he dann well would be ostracized. This is how

it was done, not legally., Jews are not exaclly insensitive.,,thcy mow and
accordingly went where they felt thenmselves wanted, In Floridas, for instance
and tc thig day therc are sections vhere Jews go and sections where they do
not go. For instance, Miani and Miani Beach-=Jewish, ort Lauderdale end
Faln Beach, non-Jewish,®

Archic Mercer, "Regording my LCC printed in SCOT, I would just like
10 Lowsr Church Lsne to mention that when I say "the late FADS era" I mean
3%,viicahel's exactly that - ar ere(as such is fonrishly reckened),
Bristol ,B32 OBa, Hot just FADS itself, but the period during which

PADS flouprighed,d2clined and suddenly vanished up the bourne fro» which, You
yourself put out a few ispues during that era of course - but TATszines and
"night-heve-teen-but-waren't® FAN3zines accounted for the hul% of British
fanzine publishing at the time,,.dervyn Darrett's letter wes - uh - very
hamorouslyont, I thought.™

Greg Benford: "I had a strange resction to the moon landing--interest ir the
technical end, but a touch of sadness that it's turning out to be, from an

SF point of view, rather dull, Chances ol life are, of course, vanishingly
snell, A monolith remains a chance, but a smsll one. I never really thonght
we'd fird snything, of course, but still...,the chances of our contacting
aliens or finding an artifact are very swall, within ay lifetime, The Apcllo
f1ight only reminds me of ibis...l tend to agree with *erry Carr's view that
changing our socisty is more impertant for 8F than space 7light —certainly!
Ayt it's harcer to make interesling and therin lies s groal deal of the
trouble with a great deal of recent oF, fnother is that a number of peonle
concerned with the large scope of society cen't write. Spinrad is lousy on
the sentence level, for one. 8SUG JAC: BATROL is hest rest very raickly, Zor
the gross structure and "message™ is more rewvarding then his style or insight
into ipdividual characters."”

Richard Labonte, “Every so often en article cemes un which I fcel 1 can show
971 Walkey Rd to my friends as ar examnle of the good writing fo be found

Ottaya 8.0ntario  in fanzines, ard Terry Jeeve's T I3 STATELY CRUMBLING

“anada ENGLAHND is that sort of article..something thet redeems me

in the eyes of the immediate world, wvhich wonders at the niles of stapled
paper stuffed into the mailbox..hknd I liked it hecense it was another exsmnle
- of the sert ol wit the Dritish show towards the difference between their past
and their present, Dick Schultz, reviewins another Pritish fsnzine, called it
“the old English flair for inserting taste and flavour and content into their
journals'", It was fun,,.fou are one of thz few peonle l've seen or heard of
or read who hag expressed a 1liking for the writing of Robert F.Young, MHost



people deny e writes well, deny ke even writes sf or fantasy...soc I was
cuesticning my enjoyment of his stories. You have made me feel less .
ashamed of my enjoyment...The commenis on your rzlation toc the new people in
British fandom were interestinz to me..last year I wes in DEngland and I
thougkt of vistinz with you, bt hesitated hecause I didn't know what you
would think of s strange teenager popping in for en unerpected visit...maybe
itg rot that the younger fans don't want to meet older fans, but that they
don't know how they'll be received. It's hard to tell.®**0h poef,.don't let
anyone out you off what you like!l It is easy to solve that dilemma of could
you visit or net,,write ahead of tiame, You lmow, even von-fans are not so
hol on the uncxpected visitor,.but if you write to say you will be ncar & fan
ten to one vou will receive sn invitation to call. I know T would have. 1iked
to have mct you — I don't get the ooportunity to meet many Canadian fans“"**

The next lotter is for old readers of SCCT who wondered what had hzpuencd to
MachiaVarley:¥A few words from me to meke your happiness complete, 3t a con-
siderable secrifice to myself and oy general well-being. I say this with s
denth of focline unusual even for ne, However desbite the battered limbs,
achine back and genersl state of virtual ccllapse the almost unbearahle pain
is temnered by a glow of satisfaction. I will delay no longer in sharing
with you the achievenent of whick we(for Frences nas nelped equslly in the
gipentic, nay Hgroulean task)are so vround. Today we glimpsed for the first
tine the hungalow we have bought here in Cumberland.,

A month ago yesterdsy, when we arrived teo take vossession we were unable
to find it. Alarmed we nmede enguiries and were answered Wy neighhours that
it was there-somewhere. Somewnhere inside a forbidding imesgable jungle of
secuia=like weeds,

Armed with only a spade, fork snd whcelharrow we began the task of finding
our bungalow. Day and night we battled on with onlty the sound of the drums
of “he netive Broughtonians te remind us that we were not --alonel {franccs
wes once almost lost to a man-eeting oildrum which cunningly concealed ltself
under the bhlack shadows of 2 ercening huttercup. Another time ! was as gocd
ag dead, smothered by the silent descert of black polythene fron the sunbathed
tcos of the towering daisics, Fortunately & wandering tribe of friendly
natives, the_unpredictable“Donstmen“ came to the rescue and carrled the flail-
ing beast off in their "doostcart”, I gather tnat tlack polvthene ls coma-
fhing of a delicacy in these parts, but Frences has not been ahle to get thelr
recine, due to initisl longuage difficulties. Our werst exme-ience though was
to te trapped in & auivering mass of huilder's sand, However with grest fore=
thought I had provided myself with helf o dozen szcks of cement. We culy
opened these and by madly churning our legs we rapidly brought the mixture to
a sufficiently stiff consistency to permit us to- step out, At the same time
we automatically provided ourselves with a new concrete patio, Thus, throush
many adventures, we arrived at todsys joyous conclusicn. Ming you it'g wery
dark in here, -the mountain of dying weeds blocks out a1l natural 1lght gnd our
0il lamps flicker fitfully. Should vou come tc pay us & visit, gee¥ tna Ord-
nance Survey team who are surveying the naw pchnomena to cstablish whether
Sazfell Fike is no longer tho hirhest peax in England,"™** It really would nave
been a shame to have kcpt such e leiter to myself, dear Brien, wull ye no come
bac!: again?¥#n

We_also heard from:Leigh Souch, John McCallun and Arthur Hayes, Theré was
also o long and interestiny letter from Chris Priest which will have to be
held cver till the next issue, My thaonks to all who wrote., BEthel.
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ANALOG 62 Dobson Books. 30s.Edited by John W.Campbell, Fourteen steries from
Analog are presented hers and give o good example of the range of this magazine
in its 36th vear. Thc best, I think, is LIGHT OF OTHER DAYS by Bob Shaw which
features his fascinating concention of Slow Glass". My other favourlte was
CALL HTM LORD by Gorden Dickson as I was intrigued by the idea of an “Imporer

of Worlds" who sonds his son and heir to Parth to sec if he would be fit to rule
the Empire, Heost amusing was Jchn derryman's SOMETHING TO 3AY i1 wnich a tech-
nicisn beats a linguist when they contact alicns. This story was the most typ-
ically '&naleg' in style; scientific knouvlefge 1s he kev to openine doors, THE
EASY WAY QUT by Lee Gorry has alicns being diverted from attacking barth by an
encourter with & wolverine; which is another typicelly ' nalog! theme. On the
whole the chareacters in all these storles are eubordinrate to the ideas - though
onc micht make the exception of danuel HRemarez ia Plers Arthony's THE MESSAGE,
Tae ability of Mammel to talk himsclf cut of @ sticky situation mokes & satis-
fying story with a good amount of suspense, Otherwise emphasis here 1s on vrob-
Jems and how to solve them; and they scan from Laumer's man who barfled the
Insurance Aeturial tsbles to Norman the chimpanzse composer. There ore planets
that pose puzzles like the one inhabited by a people with highly daveloped
psychic powers, and the one where the people have teleporting ability. The story
that impressed me least was by Hank Lgmpsey about an organisetion deallng with
gorewball inventionsi, It may be part of s scries and sufferinz from being
yonked out of the widdle, There is onc scicntifie article which tells me more
about metcors than I carc to know,

THE WeATHERMANRS: by Ben Bova,lobson Books 25s. This bock deals with the subject
of westher control. it deseribes five people who buccne involved together in
atterpting to make a breskthrough to the day when hurricancs can he brolien up,
tornadces be diverted ané » perfect dey be given for a UN cercemony., The flve
people are Ted and Tuli the weathernakers, Ted's girl-friend wvho 1s a mathemat-
ician, and Jeremy the rich boy wha narrates the story. At first the ohsrfectors
promise to have some denth ~ but they soon follovw predictable Lines. There is
the dedicated scientist who puts his girl friend second; thers 1s the girl whe
will still follow him loyally; and there is the rich bhoy who will at first ligh%ly
pnd then devotedly help, Tuli never cones lo 1ife. 2t 211, All are submerged in
the idea of weether control and the trials and tripulatiors of gotting Ted's

ideas put into practise., This is as 'oure! an SF story as Ttve read for a while,
The theories of the how of weather contrel have been carcfully studled, Male
reeders, particularly those who go glidins, will enjoy this better than I,
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THE WITCHCRAFT READER.Edited by FPeter Hzining.Dobson Books.25s. 1 c¢o not
bolieve in witcherzft or mogic bt T ix no wer ollow thst to dotract foom my
enjoyment of a good witchorett atery. This hes zight storics. TIMOTHY by
Koith Roberts starts the bell rolling yith a youns witch who i= hored anough
to make a scarecrow brenthe with life; and in the end run from her creation.
Tt is well snough told to evoke gympathy for Timothy, THE ITCH hy Ven Vogt
was ¢ surnrise to me; I had not realiscd hc wrotc such things as thls story
of a youmr souple mensnced by & gon-vitob, 7rits Lelber 1w psturelly ropre-
sented being well=Enown for his witoheratt storivs, OChosan here in THE WAR
LOCK and it is culte chillingly Adifferent from his Mouser slorles. The long-
ost tale is ALL THE DEVILS IM HELL by John Brunner which tells of a woman who
has completc powcr over men couplod with a complete lack of compossion. In
FROM SHADOWED FLACES Richard Mathoson tells of a voodoo cursc and how it wes
removed; this was spoilt for me by the suthor beine too coy with the dotails,
Sturgeon is represented by ONE FCOT AED TVE GHAVE?; a t=lc of enchantment.
This has o girl with a satyr's foot as o start + At 13 not only s tale of
enchantment but is enchantingly told-=tesily tho boat story in the book.

Then there is Robert Ploch who has GROOMSTICK RIDE. which takes witcheraft
out of our planet and whirls 1t into space; this too is delightful., The last
choice in this interesting volumn juss hod 1o be Hay Bradtury's THE 44D
WIZARD OF MARS with his conasption of Mrrs as beins the plsce that was @ last
refuge for the writers of 'superstition' awaiting the arrival of the space-
ship of scientists who would be their doom.

NEW WRITINGS IN SF:No 153 Edited Dby Johin Carnall,Dotison SF, 184, Thils edition
sonteins 6 storioa, Lt bogins with Vineant Eing's REPORT FRCH LIRELCS. It
15 d40riunls 4o dispuss this story without giving nyoy the ondldng, It osri-
ainly holds the interest as one puzzles it out, Hoving done -an, L muat ocon-
foon that I would class 1t as one of thaso anti~teoanology stories with which
se much ne writing spoosra Fanninated thooe days, Hot tnat this stoxy noa
moroly to do with things mochanieal: it nlso expleros tho worlid of parsnola,
fhpistopher Priegt in THE INTERRCOATOR is slso mulling over the problem of
sanity, He 1s more interosted in that thun the sxplanatics of the dividing
lino betuent jeiler apd joiled; sonsequently ho crams hils explanation into &
few lines at the end, WHEN I HAVE PASSED AWAY by Joseph Green describes on
nlien world where death 1 itetolly monng "somewhere in the sky®. I found this
paneent hurcely interastings tut connider the story finighed too soon., E hate
short stories that leave me wondering what happened next. foy SIFAIOTE, My
Michael Coney, pleased me better for it congiderod lawn of murvival ond how
chance often changes the way humanity will go next; and yet had a story with
characters both human and allen whotts story had & logicsl ending. THE TRIAL
by Arthur Sellings has the sitvation where m=n ond allens have met end not’
been able to agree too wellihe discovery of & humsn vho hag ‘gene netive!
promises propaganda in Barth's favour when he is tried for tresgon, Only it
doesn't work out like that! The book finighes with Leith Robert's THERAYY
200G in which 2 man vho cannot stand noiss ilives in the days when it has
become all-pervading. This was the story that struck the most responsive
note in me; I hate louéd noise.

Dragonflicht:by Anne YcCafTrey . Rapp & Whiting.3o. The suthor won both & Sugo
and a Nebula award for her marvellous soncantion of khe dragonnon of Farn and
the dregons witi whon thoy have & telpathlc effinity. This story concerns

the plemgt of Fern which, evexy 200 yenrs, is thrautened by a gister plonat
swinging close. As this planet comes near, there comes the menance of the
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Threads, Only the Dragonmen know how to combat the Threads; but 200 years is
s long time and inevitsbly the reasons for certain precautions becomse s
forgotton or are mistaken for mere myths. As the story opens the ordinary
Pernese have certainly forgotton, only one Dragon Weyr is still inhabited and
the dues to this become less and less. The Dragonmen are on their Search for
a Weyrwoman to accompany the Queen Dregon who will soon be hatched, At thelr
head is F'lar, one of the few Dragonmen vho believes in the Threads, He is
guite sure that the word.."Dragonmen must fly, when the Threads are in the
sky" is more than just an old seying. It is a stirring adventure that shows
just how right he was, Huch of the story is told through the eyes of Lessa
the new Weyrwoman, From this point of view the story is a delight to me; at
last a heroine who is more than cardboerd, whe is more then just a backdrep
to the hero! I found meny of the details of the ways of the dragons; the
hetching, the Queen snd her mating; and the sympathy between dragon and human
quite msrvellously described., T would recommend this very highly.

ond IF Reader of SF:edited by Frederick Pohl, Rapp & Whiting,.25s A good rep-
resentation from THE WORLDS CF IF megazine, The choice of IN THE ARENA by
Brian Aldiss I found oddly unconvineing, It is a tale of an arena of the
uture in which & man and a woman have to battle aliens before an alien aud-
ience, Then *here is Iseac Asimcv's THE BILLIARD B LL which Is one of his
mystery stories. I much preferred the third story by J.G,Ballard THE TINE
TOMBS as his story of tomb-robbers in the future is imaginatively described,
Algis Budrys has DIE “SIAICW! - this has a pe’estrian beginning in the crash=
in of a spaceship and a brilliant finish in a fight between two gods. iHal
Clement's THI FOUMDLING STARS had too much technical deta for my taste; but
David Kyle gave me a nice grue with his TOYS FOR DEPBIE, ILeith Lauwmer iz rep-
resented by a Retief tale,FOREST IN THE SKY, This is one of the more smusing
encounters of Retief with the Groaci, AT THE CORE by Larry Niven points up,l
thin, the great disadvantage of the short story - no time tc establish a
character deeply so that the 'idea' is all, Here the ideo concerns the core
of the galaxy; sn explodinz galaxy; and the difference between human and alien
reactions to this., Pohl himself has a longish story UNTER TWC MOCN3. It tells
of Gull, o secret agent of the future,. This one'is a real space oneral Lastly
Fred Sabergagen has a good story in MASCUE OF THE RED SHIFT; with a firm grip
on cheracterisation, Nogara, 2 Lord of the future, berserlter machines that are
fightine mankind; and a men and & women caught up in the events, I would say
this last story was the best in the beok,

Seience Fiction Cdditiesiedited by Groff Conklin,Repp & Whiting, 21s, This
has been chosen as a collection of SF with anfodd lifttle twist.” First Alan
Arkin has an amusing PEOPLE 3OUP in which Bob makes a igerwn® and his sister
Bonnie aids the experiment, WHAT IS THIS THING CALLED LOVE by Issac Asimov
nas aliens vho ere unisexed trying to discover how humans renroduce; sly fun
by the goad Doctor. CALLAHAN AFD THE WHERLIES by Stephen Barr, renkly the
thought of the “Wagelies” I found cuite seary, Never Aid like the thought of
machines indevendant of man. The light-hearted treztment calmed me same MRS
POPFLEDORE'3 ID by R.Bretnor is a wpoltergeist tale, I found it too broadly
fareicel to be believable, THE TEETH CF DESFAIR by Avram Davidaon and Sidney
Klein has a TV contest in which poor professors are in lecague with a men who
cen receive the answers tarough his felso teeth, T found the ending ridiculous,
No one would be so stupid as this man is mede out to be, THE GATLACTIC CALABASH
by G.C.Edmondson is the ingenious story o7 the treatment of a "veacther station
dumped on Earth in the unususl setting of o chicken farm run orn the conveyor
belt system, SP.CB.CRIM: CONTINUUM by 1.7, Ellis manages to poke fun at poth

M
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the SF and mystery fields., DMore of on exccreise though than 2 story and cert-
z2inly descrves the title of loAdity'., THE CHESSFLAYERS by Chorles Herness 1
fourd the best., It is the absorbins story of a ret who couls play chess and
the reactions of chessplayers who live in 2 world of their own, 411 fans
sheuld love this one, Lastly WHAT!'S THZ NA¥E OF TAT TOWN by R.A, Lafferty
tells & chilling story of 2 time when man must induce forgetfullness of the
terrible thinzs that wer hgs done, I think 'oddities' iz a folir title for
his lot; oddencugh for any SF fan to invesiigate,

ENGLAKD SWINGS SF:edited by Judith Merrill,Doubleday & Co.#5.95., After I
stopped lauching at the title, I opened this with interest, It is acuite a
laree collection, 27 pieces in ell., The producticn hss been planned with
cars and on ove to overall effeet. First, the jocket with o contcmporary
cover ard then the interior leyout in keevine with the snirit ol the collect-
ion, It is sub-titled 'Stories of Speculative Fictior', Instcad of the usucl
blurb shout the suthor and the story beipg - run first; in this volumn that
comes afier cach viece, They are clso morc lenzthy than is usucl; for instance
the account of Michasl Moorcoek is given 6pp., Meny of the stories come from
NEW WORLDS but by no means £11 of them do. This is certzinly the nick of the
type of story that, for belter or worse, has come to be known as 'New Wave',
Brian Aldiss has STILL TREJECTORIES; a smsll slice of life from his concention
of the effects of the 'Acid Head Yer', Enough of these fragments nave awpcored
in MW to makc me want teo read the completed novel. Charles Flatt is usuzlly
closely linked with NW; but with TOTAL ZZPERIENGE, he proves thig hag not made
despise plets. Apart from an ingenious extrapolation from the music industry
of today; his plot can only mrike sense by the use of new devices in the future.
THE SIIGULAR QUEST OF MARTIE BORG is another story with 2 strons plot lire by
George Collyn; time travel paradoxes pele in conparizon to this talc of a man
who bsecame his mother, fother, and then grve birta to hinself., Some of the
storics are depressing such as THE ISLAKD by Roger Joneg: three survivers with
only death facing them, Or THE MOUWTAIN by Moorcock which trests of the seone
theme. Some are just snippets like John Clark's SAIET 505, a vaguely anti-
computer piece. Some are highly intriguing like WHO'S IN THERE “ITH ME? by
Daphne Castell which describes a group of men who have talen 2 trip into their
- subconcious. I was hiphly token with the punchline.,."An¢ how would you like
it if if yoéu thought there wes a dead man floating about somcwiere in the
refuse pits of your nind?" Thomas Disch is represented by TEE S ULTREL CAGZ
a chilling piege whose symbolism is rejected by optinists like myself, Things
I ¢isliked were the poetry; THE BARED BRAR FACTORY by Michael Butterwcrth ond
THE BALL CF MACHINES by Langdon Jones, These thrce things are no doubt mcon-
ineful to their authors hut they left me shrugging my shoulders. Life 1s too
shorl for me to try to untangle their subcocious astreoi of thought, Chris
Pricst hes an anti-war niecce; opart from agreeing with the peneral sentlment
(vho desn'%?), I received nothing new from this, ALL THR KINGS HEN by Hilary
Boyley is ong of the few pieces feoturing aliens; I 1iked this but it left me
with too many unanswercd questions, I know the idea of this technique 1s that
I should be able to grasp all the unwritten bits of informetion; but I'd hore
cstly Tather read them! Ballard is glven three pleces ~ YOU Mi FHD THE COtf-
INOWM, snd the twe well-known pieccs that feature the Bennedys, I didn't 11ke
ary of them; the last-named 2re too offonsive to me personally for me to be
cbijcctive about the writing. The story taat I liked best of oll was by Keith
Roberts entitled MANSCARER, This is thenane for a huge super-mobile being
orocted by a colony cf srtists in 2 fulure which has England covercd by one
large city with only a few spaces svound the ccast left free for the colonles.
T 1itcd this best hocause it is full of characters that tug at the imagination.
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Thers is a hilerity end werm-hcartedncss in the story that is often singularly
locking ir 'ew Wave' storics, T would put this story head and doutders ebove
the rest for this reason. I would cxecent Aldiss from this judgement, howcver,
aftor zll his picce is mercly a part of & novel snd con only be reckoned on
its whole. I think this collection wzs well worth doinz. 1t ought to silence
the eritics who will swcep a lot of different suthors under onc title of 'Pew
Wave'. There is only onc thing thesc storics have in co~mon and that is a
determinotion to avoid the beaten path, the cliche, the hero, the heroine, and
the tradition of SF. Somctimes, I think, they miss thc mark. Yhen, however,
as in MAWSCAAER,thc idea and thc technique combincs by an suthor witn somc
hcart, tien there is really worthvhile reading,

Flesh:by Philip Jos® Farmer. Rapp Whiting.25s.Publication date:Oct.9th,

I opened this with somc eariosity as I'd heard that Farmer felt he could now
write SF with more freedom. Poter Stagg returns to Earth after 30C yrs space
exploration; and finds thet his planet hes bacn through 2n upheavel which

has completcly changed the culture, It's back tc an enphasis on fertility in
the birth-rate; ond an anxicty sbout the regeneration of the soil itself. Unce
agein power lics with the Earth Goddess with 2 few twists that time hes afideds
notobly in the usc of fraternities - the Moose frat, the Tk frat, et there
is cnough advance in thc surgical scicnee to enchle the people to make Stagg
literally their Steg-iing. Ilc awakes to find hingelf fitted with antlers by
surgery; and they are pumping into his blood-sireun hormones that will dictate
nim into the behaviour of a2 sex-driven enimol. As he charges round the route
Jeid down for the Stag-King, hc shudders each morning at his activities of tho
night before. The background to o211 tais is plausibly thought out, snd the
plot moves briskly, However, I am not so surc shout the frcedom bit—-there
are no cxplicit sex scenes; nor is scx shown as being cnjoyable. tiore dominsnt
to me was the thread of crueliy; there erc countless instances of this; even
the original Earth Mother would be herd put to beat this lot., Yet, oddly
enough 1 fclt no authentic grue. Instead I recelled Mary Yenmxit's THBE KING
MUST DIE and the chill induccd by her description of the return of the women
after tho Rirg had been sacrificed. Benault gave 2 lot less.detail of the
cruelty of those days than does Farmer of his and, pcrhans just hecause of
this, T was less aifected. Still: an interesting cxperiment.

The Goblin Beservation:hy Ctifford D.Simak,Rapp & Whiting.25s.Publication
date . Oct.Otn., This onc is whacly and I enjoyed it. In this future earth time
a FProfessor Peter Mrxwell, specislist in Supernatural Phenomena, reiurns to
£ind he hes been duplicated-and that his duplicate hes been killed! Earth hos
now time-travel to such an cxtent that creatures fron diffcrent ages are now in
the present, HMaxwell counts omong his friends a Neanderihal . called Alley
Oop end Ghost(who cmnot rercmber of whon he ig the ¢hostyend Mr 0'Tocle the
goblin, £a3dcd to this circle is Carol and her sabre-tcoth pct. A11 these
oharacters are cought up in Maxwell's struggle to securc for Eerth the storcs
house of advanced inforantion thot he has discovered. hpsin a rich buckground
is imaginatively rresented with 2 gocd deal of urbanc hunour, Just the thing
to checr you up after reading toe much of the gloom and doom school of SF
writing: »nd highly recommended for this rcoson,
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Just as I was hoping that someone would nobly step forth and asrrange
some way for fans to itravel to Heidelberg cheaply ~Tony Walsh did sc. He is
organising the trip by bus; and will be sending out the informatiocn on this. I
have some advance news. The cost will be £2C ver person. This covers coach fare
boat fare, and two nights accommodation en route. The only reduction for chilld-
rer will be about £2 on the boat fare. It will be a 13 day round trip, Coach
leaves Bristol esrly am Sunday Angust 14th,picking up en route for Dover, There
will be an overnight stay in Belgium., Arrive Hoidelterg Monday evening 17th Aug.
Whilst there the cosch will be available to talke peovnle around with no extrs
cherge. Lesve Heidelberg Friday Aug.28th; and arrive Bristol Jat.hug,.23th. All
reservations must be made before Nov,3Cth, a £5 deposit, Deposit 1s non-return-
oble after Jen.3lst. Palance must be paid altogetne« or in instalments by July
31st, TFor accompanied children under li no depesit is necessary but fare must
be paid eventually, of course. Aooormodation in Heidelberg is not the resnonsic-
ility of the coach orgenisers, Further information from Tony Walsh,6l Halsbury
RA Westbury Psrk,Bristol.BS6é 73T, I think this is a marvellous scheme! Let's
hope thet Heidelberg will now so0n put forth some information about accomrodatlion,
I always like to know esarly just how mich I have to save up for contime.

Another piece of news is from Walter Gillings who announces that COSMOS will
appear next in mimeo; at least 20no with price reduced to 1/6d. He 1s also start-
ing a Tape lHagazine ard Library. For more information write -Walter Gillings,
115 Wanstead Park R4d.Cranbrook,Ilford.Dlssex.

I en sorry to report that Jean Muggoch &nd Dsohne Sewell will be leaving the
London eres for Walss, No doubt Jean will continue with her Internaztional News-
zines but she cen hardly be expecter’ to carry on the London iewsletter, Fans
are invised to send sny news items to me; and 3 will publish them In othar
zine HAVERINGS which comes out every twe months. .cue naxt Cct., It would be even
botter were someone to start a newszine; but failing thet HIVEA might (311 the
breaca, Lest letter I hod fron Ton Bennett se2id that he hed undertaken to atay
anothor year in Singapore; sc lciusening the likeliood of SUTRACK re-gppesring.

Mary Beed it wes who recently suggested to me that I should write something
ahout my wor' in hosoital, Well, I d4id this fairly thoroughly in the early days
of S00T: and have no notion to do it agaln, However, 1 did wonder ifl wy readers
would like to %now sbout the upheaval now geing on in the mursing profession. It
docs iilustrate some of the thirgs thet can hsopan in an Organisstion and an
Fstabl ishment-~two favourite themes in SI' stories.
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Florence Nightingale set the tone of British hospituls; and to a large extent
her ideas were perpetuated right up to the inception of the Mational Health Service,
A Nightingale hospitel was easy to recognisg; 1l contained about 500 beds in
wards 3C-Z0 beds, all branching off from large, gloomy corridors, The nurses who
staffcd them had a rigid hierarchy; suthoritarianism was rampent, and communicat-
ion only went down, never up, There was a great deal of emphasis upon service
to the job, devotion to duty, and an esvecially heavy emphasis on the need for
economy. It was considered to be an honour to be allowed to nursc in these
hospitals; and there was a snobbish attitude to hospitals which were run by the
County Gouncil or hed at one time been Poor Law hospitals, These Fightingale-
style hospitals were called the Voluntary ones and they were counted as the
cream, Staff from them gravitated to be Matrons and senior staff of all the
hospitals, A situation not unlike the public school system which saw a large
amount of its pupils become leaders of the country.

As long as this held steady, all went well: but in fact it concealed
that there was a great timidity in the profession. This meant it was always &
steo behind the mediecal vrofession end never slongglde as eguals. Matrons did
appear to bo great and awesome and Sister not much less so. vwhen I started in
one of these hospitals it was not unusual to hear a Sister say, "You are-not
paid to thinl, Nurse!" Yhy not? This was what had been said to her when ghe
was a junior. It sounded authoriterian and it was authoritarian but it concealed
the fact that no laycr of nurses cuestioned thc layer above; and that the very
top layer was highly vulnerable having come up themsclves tarough this type of
conditioning,

When the WiS was mooted, doctors organised together and fought it tooth and
nail, So noisy was their demands and their opposition that it passed unnoticed
that the nursing profession had gone meekly into the NHS without even 2 pot shot,
Undoubtedly there was some feeling that the medical vrofession would look out for
us but they wero too busy lakking out for themselves. Also, there must have been
a great digbelief among top nursing staff that anything could shake their place in
the hospital scheme or belittle their authority.

Suddenly there sprang into prominence 2 pcrson called the Sccretary who was
to act as & co-ordinator. His role in relstion to the doctors was clcorly de-
fined: no ley werson could tell a doctor how he should treat his patient. The
role of these sceretaries in relation to the nurses was much less clear, As the
nurses had taken a backseat in the planning of the NHS; it was no wonder that
they suddenly found some power lost. Matrons in narticular were divested of
much of their power; they did not roceive too much symp-thy for the fecling wss
that in the past they hed held too much,

The Seerctery end his staff, known as the lay edministration, took over many
of the rcsponsibilities that hed tradition2lly been thet of the Matron. This
included the catering departwments, staff residences, control of mon-nursing staff,
and also control of sunplies. Whilst the medical men and the secretarics were
busy jockeying for vosition, the Motron was often left clear out of it, In some
hospitals on the Appointed Day(as thc beginning of the NHS was so titled, not
annointed, mind)the Matron was told brusquely to hand over all her Icys to the
Secretary.

Looking hack, one can fcel sorry for those poor old things; they had never
had their authority oucstioned pr guestioned sutharity: and mey of them were
quite helpless to deal with this chenge, JTherc were some strong atrons who
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held on zrimly and fought back for their 'plzece'; but this wes very much an indiv-
iducl effort. There was not even 2 datron's Association then to which they could

turn for advice, The one nationsl organisation was the Royal College of Nursing:

even today it is not noted for its militancy on behall of its members,

It tock the nursing profession cuite 2 long time to figure out whet had hanpo--
ened; end ther even longer to figure out what to do about it. Cne of the things
thet helped to spur things on wes the increasing shortness of staff, This was due
of course to the changs in ratic of men and women, to the increase of professicnal

outlets for women, and to the turning awey from domestic~type worl by women. liore
organisation and militance at the top plus inereasing shortness of staff at the
bottom saw 1963 oroduce a committee, heeded by Lord Salmon, to look into THE
SENTOR NURSING ORGAFTSATION IN HOSFITALS, In 1966 the reporicame out, Salmen™
wes among us end the upheaval hegan,

The Selmon Report is a large, thick, document full of civil service language
thet is devastating, in a cuiet way, in its criticism of the way the nursing pro-
fossion has been run in the past. It greetly deplored the authoritarien approach:
the ill-defined lines of responsitility(if yeu do it, you =zre teling oo much on
yourself, if you den't do it you show no initietive)sthe lacl of comunlcation at
a1l levels. It vrrticulerly emohesized the fact that nurses were nct adeguately
prepared for the responsibility of higher posts.

The time wes ripe for this report, The profession had teen a long haré look
at itself and decided .that the way baclk to a clear position wes tc concentrate
upon the pursing: »nd let the rest go hang, Under Solmon the non-nursing duties
would no longer be done by nurses; the grading weould be clear, there would be
job descrintions for every level, and everything in the garder would be lovely.
Fow there would be a Chief Mursing Officer up there heside the Group Secretary
and the Chairman of the iledical comaittee and, at last, & hand in the plarning,

It was not erough, of course, to say we would do all these thirgs, more was
needsd. The whole nursing vrofession had to be vanked out of their apathy and
shown that they were mansgers, Can you conceive of @ ward sister vesponsible
for 30..3%6 ill people: emrox, 12 nursing staff of verying grades: the training
of student nurses in practical work; the liaison betuween every department in the
hospitel from the medicel profession tarough ¥ Ray,Catering,rharmacy, to the
supervision of the ward domestics; who did not realige thet she was a manager?
There wers.thousands of Sisters who did not realise this simple fact, Or that
they were pzid less than the menageress of one of Lord Sslmon's teashops,

To help them reolise e few thirgs about themselves and to give them some of
the tools the I'HS started Hanagement Courses for all trained starf, They mre
tusy right now pushing ther through, »s mony as they cz2n &s cuiclly as they can,
Vext time, if you like, I'll i&LX you what happened when I ettended one.

For years I have been buying my duplicating supplies from Gestetner, but with
the lest price rise I had to cuit, I meant to try Chapmar's for paper but put
it off too long; so had to dash out to Straker-Pedser in a hurry. Lrom there L
zot 12 reams of paper - cost £9,15g; and that was with disccunt! Can anycne glve
me a comparison? Looks like I must seek elsewhere or go out of business. It sure
would help if a few of the non-faned, non-letterhack readers would part with a

subseription! Ethel Lindsay
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